
Central London 
Ultra-Low Emission Zone



Why are we doing this?

Link to shorthand: 
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/shorthand/clean_air/

• Thousands of Londoners are dying early every year as a result of toxic air

• It is stunting the growth of children’s lungs, is a cause of cancer and increases the risk 
of asthma, stroke and dementia. 

• People in London’s most deprived areas are more likely to suffer from poor air quality 
than those in less deprived areas, and poorer Londoners are least likely to own a car. 
Car ownership is ~80% for the top income earners, versus ~20% for the lowest.

• The main reason London's air is so dirty is because of motor vehicles, with 40% of air 
pollution coming from diesel vehicles.

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/shorthand/clean_air/


New double decks will 

be hybrid, hydrogen or 

electric from 2018; new 

single decks will be 

zero exhaust emission 

from 2020

Target: Zero emission bus fleet by 

2037 at the latest

Currently over 165 zero emission 

buses in the fleet (155 pure 

electric and 10 fuel cell)

Over 62% of the total fleet meets 

Euro VI standard



LOW EMISS ION  B U S ZON ES

The first LEBZ along Putney High 

Street has reduced the number of 

hours breaching legal limits by 

more than 99 per cent (vs 2016).

Current delivery:

Seven of 12 complete. All to 

be done by end of the year.



No more diesel taxis from 
2018 and new taxis will 
need to be zero emission 
capable

Target: Zero emission capable taxi 

fleet by 2033 at the latest



LOW EMISS ION  ZON E

• Started in 2008 to target oldest and 

most polluting HGVs, buses and 

coaches 

• Covers the whole of Greater London 

(1,580 km2) operates 24/7, 365 days 

pa.

• Daily charge £100 – £200

• Compliance with current standards 

high at around 96 per cent for lorries, 

buses and coaches, and 98 per cent 

for vans and minibuses.

• Helped reduce PM emissions.



• A new T-charge started on 

23 October 2017.

– £10 charge during 

Congestion Charge 

hours for older polluting 

vehicles 

– On top of existing 

£11.50 Congestion 

Charge

– For pre-Euro 4/VI –

toughest standard of any 

world city.

T- C H A R GE



What is the Central London ULEZ?
1.   Starts 8 April 2019

2.   It operates in the existing central London Congestion Charge Zone

3.   Operates 24 hours a day, every day of the year

4a. Vehicles must meet strict emission standards to drive in the ULEZ area……
• Euro 4 for petrol cars and vans (more than 14 years old in 2019)

• Euro 6 for diesel cars and vans (more than four years old in 2019)

• Euro 3 for motorcycles etc

• Euro VI for lorries, buses and coaches

4b.  Or pay a charge 
• £12.50 per day for cars, motorcycles and vans

• £100 per day for lorries, buses/coaches 

5.   It replaces the T-Charge in central London*, and is in addition to the 

Congestion Charge

6. There are exemptions and grace periods for residents, charities and specially 

adapted disabled vehicles

* There are different arrangements for residents who have vehicles which do not meet the Euro 4 standard. 



Where and when does it operate?



What is air quality like now?

• 453 primary and 
secondary schools in 
areas that exceed legal air 
quality limits

• In 2013, 90-100% of 
major roads in inner and 
central London (and 49% 
in outer London) 
exceeding NO2 limit 
values

• People living in the 
capital’s most deprived 
areas are, on average, 
exposed to about a 
quarter more NO2

pollution



What will it achieve by 2025?

With all air quality package 
measures implemented: 

• No primary or 
secondary schools in 
areas that exceed legal 
air quality limits

• Only 2% of road kms in 
London expected to 
exceed NO2 limit values

• Gap in air quality 
between high and low 
income areas of London 
reduced by 71%.



Questions?


