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Islington Low Traffic Neighbourhoods (LTNs)

Highbury Fields

St Mary’s Church

Amwell

Clerkenwell Green

Highbury West

Canonbury West

Canonbury East

St Peter’s

8 LTNs delivered between 2020 and 2021

Covers 24% of the borough

Implemented as 18-month Experimental Traffic Order 

(ETO) trials

Groups of local streets bordered by main or strategic 

roads where "through" motor vehicle traffic is 

removed

Traffic filters employed:

Bollards             Cameras Planters



After St Mary's Church LTN

The best way of achieving the removal of 

non-local through traffic is to implement 
Low Traffic Neighbourhoods and 

School Streets

What is the best policy to lay the foundations for people-friendly streets?

..Before St Mary's Church LTN

LTNs cannot be delivered without removing 

non-local through traffic
Traffic filter

School Streets



Monitoring



Monitoring

Healthy: To encourage and 

enable residents to walk and 

cycle as a first choice for local 

travel. 

Safe: Achieve the Mayor of 

London's “Vision Zero” by 2041.

Cleaner and greener: 
Contribute to build a Net Zero 

Carbon Islington by 2030.

Our Objectives

Indicators

Traffic volumes

Traffic speeds

Cycle volumes

Journey times

Air quality (NO2)

Crime and ASB /                      
Emergency services 

response times

Each Covid-19 initiated LTN 
has 6- and 12-months 
monitoring reports

Considerations on traffic evaporation / 
modal shift

St Peter's LTN – 12 months report

• Total change of traffic on internal roads =

- 20,000 trips a day

• Total change of traffic on boundary roads =

- 500 trips a day

All schemes share these encouraging results 
which suggests that some local short trips, as 

well as journeys coming from further afield, 
have not been displaced on the boundary 

roads.

Results and reports



Air quality monitoring approach

Monitoring challenges:

• Lack of pre data specific for scheme

• Short time frames

• Making monitoring relevant for People Friendly Streets e.g. boundary and internal roads

• Impacts of other factors on air quality e.g. Covid-19, ULEZ expansion

• Impact of multiple LTNs

Approach:

• Create interim and pre consultation reports (roughly 6 and 12 months)

• Air quality monitored alongside host of other measures e.g. traffic volumes, emergency vehicle access, asb etc

• Use existing network of over 250 diffusion tubes with additional sites where needed

• Comparing average levels for boundary roads, internal roads and non-street sites

• Comparisons of same time period before and after implementation

• Normal data control processes and data checks as far as possible



Air quality results

• We have now completed the interim and pre-consultation reports 
for the LTNs and School Streets reports

• Monitoring continues across the borough

• Results

• Different from one LTN to another

• But generally no discernible impact on air quality beyond changes also 
seen more widely in the borough

• Impacts of Covid-19 and other local changes

• Lack of pre-data in some cells limited analysis

• Possibilities for further analysis e.g. cell interaction, additional 
monitors, modelling, better accounting for wider impacts, statistical 
analysis



Consultation



How we consult Activities

• Online questionnaires.

• Emails & correspondences.

• Workshops and focus groups with 
disabled people, socially isolated and 
elderly people.

• Pop-up and street interceptions.

• Town Hall style debates.

• Door knocking and business visiting.
Doctor Bike & Islington cargo bikes at St Peter’s LTN   

– August 2021 

School Street Consultation –

interactive foldable stand

Street interception – Autumn 2021

Commonplace

The council invited feedback on 
the PFS programme through a 

number of channels. 

A Commonplace portal was open 
between May 2020 and March 
2021.

6,447 respondents left 

thousands of comments.

Most voted:
Problem               Solution

Adapted cycle session 

– Autumn 2021
volume of traffic

make the road 

access only

36% 27%



How we analyse results?

• Categorising the data.

• Cross tabulation: positive and 

negative perceptions and how do 
they respond.

Disability

Car ownership 

Transport modes

Where is 

home?
In or 

outside of 

the LTN

Disability & car ownership

Residents Car ownership*

62% 38%

*30% of Islington households own a car

68%

32%

13%

disabled

St Peter’s Consultation results

Perspectives

27% of car owners walk and 

cycle more instead of driving

“Others”: only 4% of people 

mentioned removing the LTN

47% St Peter’s 
residents

It’s safer to use the street at night

26% 51%

The air is cleaner

35% 66%

It’s safer to cross the street

37% 68%



Key challenge: political 

leadership



Strong political leadership

240 FOI

4,300 Correspondences

Legal risks

Protests

Personal threats

Protest in Upper Street. Islington Tribute

Challenges:

“The May 5 vote has given a seal of 

approval to low traffic neighbourhoods” –
Islington Tribute

47 1

48 3

2018

2022
No. of seats

ELECTIONS

Full Executive support:  

Executive report & decision 

on programme. 

Ward Cllrs role on 

individual schemes

https://www.islingtontribune.co.uk/article/low-traffic-neighbourhood-protesters-block-upper-street
https://www.islingtontribune.co.uk/article/the-may-5-vote-has-given-a-seal-of-approval-to-low-traffic-neighbourhoods


The wider picture & the future



This is part of a wider programme, 
including different networks: 

• LTNs / Liveable Neighbourhoods

• Schools Streets

• Cycleways

Clerkenwell Green – planned placemaking scheme

What’s next:

• Environmental uplift 

• Place making

• People-friendly pavement 
(PFP) & Greening

• Blue badge exemptions

• Events to animate the public 
space
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